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Mykolaiv, 1 June 2019

10th EU Sustainable Energy Week in Ukraine launched in Mykolaiv: each citizen has a role in shaping a sustainable future

On 1 June 2019, the Delegation of the European Union to Ukraine and the Mykolaiv City Council opened the 10th EU Sustainable Energy Week in Ukraine. The event was opened by S.E.M. Alex Lenaerts, Ambassador of Kingdom of Belgium, Johannes Baur, Head of Operations Section “Economic cooperation, energy, infrastructure and environment” of the EU Delegation to Ukraine and Oleksandr Senkevych, Mayor of Mykolaiv. 

“This year's EU Sustainable Energy week focuses one of the fundamental problems on planet Earth: global warming, environmental protection, excessive use of resources. The European Union attaches major important to this topic. Special role in this process belongs not only to the authorities and the governments but also to each of us and we can achieve a lot by joining our forces. Therefore, the title of this year's edition is “Citizen's role in shaping the sustainable future: energy efficiency, renewable energy and waste management”, emphasized Johannes Baur at the opening of the event.     
One of the key events of the first day of the EU Sustainable Energy Week 2019 was the opening of the PRO Efficiency 3.0 exhibition. It has been held in the city for the third time on the initiative of the City Council and has become an annual platform for informing citizens about the latest energy saving and renewable energy technologies for private households. The exhibition area is divided into the following thematic sectors: Heating, Windows and Doors, Lighting, Alternative Energy and Innovation, Winterizing and Building Materials. 

“The city of Mykolaiv joined the European initiative of the Covenant of Mayors in 2017 and has been gradually engaged in the best European practices of sustainable energy development. We consistently work to modernize our hospitals and schools and involve associations of co-owners of residential buildings of the city in the introduction of energy-efficient measures. This is why, we are opening the third PRO Efficiency 3.0 exhibition. It is important for us that Mykolaiv residents not only get acquainted with the latest examples of energy efficient equipment and renewable energy but also understand that all this can be introduced in our city”, commented Oleksandr Senkevych 
The exhibition hosted panel discussion “The Role of Home-Owners Associations in the Sustainable Development of the City: Practice and Perspectives”. The recent achievements in reducing energy consumption in multi-apartment buildings and further opportunities to implement energy efficiency measures with the EU support were presented to city residents and the media. Panel speakers included experts from the Energy Efficiency Fund, EU Delegation to Ukraine, the International Finance Corporation (IFC), the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), the German Society for International Cooperation (GIZ) and the Center for Energy Efficiency at the Mykolaiv City Council.
At the exhibition, the EU Delegation to Ukraine arranged the Eco-Tree activity for city residents so that everyone could see if they adhere to eco-friendly principles in their everyday lives. During the day, the participants stuck paper leaves of different colors to the tree: green leaves with eco-friendly habits or brown ones with habits that are detrimental to the environment. As a result, Mykolaiv residents demonstrated a high level of environmental awareness – the green leaves greatly outnumbered the brown ones.

The opening event of the EU Sustainable Energy Week also included a welcome ceremony for new 25 participants of the Municipal Energy and Climate Transformation Platform, established within the activities of Covenant of Mayors in Ukraine.   The Platform is a new format for association of mayors, regional and public authorities, private investors, technical assistance projects, international organizations and businesses to discuss issues and principles for the implementation of sustainable energy development and adaptation to climate change.    
During the first day of the EU Sustainable Energy Week 2019, Mykolaiv’s Soborna Square hosted a number of events for residents and guests of the city: award ceremony for the winners of the student contest for the best work of art made from waste, bicycle parade, photobooth area, events for children, etc.  
Background information:  
Covenant of Mayors – is a European initiative bringing together local, regional and national authorities voluntarily committed to implementing EU climate and energy goals. As of today, the Covenant of Mayors is the world’s largest climate and energy initiative, bringing together nearly 10 k signatories with a population of more than 250 million people.

The Covenant of Mayors – East (CoM – East) is an EU-funded project aimed at promoting the Covenant of Mayors in the Eastern Partnership countries. The Signatories of the Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy are voluntarily committed to achieve the goal of cutting down their CO2 emissions by at least 30% by 2030. The project supports municipalities in meeting their commitments through a full range of activities including helpdesk and capacity building activities that facilitate the development and implementation of their Sustainable Energy and Climate Action Plans (SECAPs) as well as through enhanced access to resources, technical support and guidance. Currently, 229 Ukrainian municipalities have already joined the Covenant. 
The Covenant of Mayors – Demonstration Projects (CoM – DeP) was developed at the level of the European Commission. The goal of the programme is to provide appropriate support in the implementation of energy efficiency projects in selected cities according to their action plans. Since 2015 11 projects started in Ukraine and 6 projects were launched in 2018, implementing modernization, heat and water supply, public transport, facilitation of municipal and other activities. 
If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact the Communications Manager Natalia Shumeiko, +38 068 114 38 20, e-mail: natalja.shumeiko@gmail.com. 
The hashtag of the event – #EUSEW2019

Photos for media could be downloaded here.
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