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Tbilisi, 29 November 2022 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Covenant of Mayors in Eastern Partnership marks its 10 Years in the region 

Over the course of ten years of its fruitful work, the Covenant of Mayors East brought together national 

stakeholders, regional authorities, local governments, civil society, and communities from almost 500 

municipalities from the six Eastern Partnership (EaP) countries. With more than 42% of the total population 

living in the municipalities committed to CoM East objectives, there is a clear positive trend of local authorities 

in the region joining the initiative. 

The cooperation within the initiative aims to embark on the path of energy and climate transition, share the 

experience among signatories of the project, exchange the best practices, take advantage of the technical 

expertise and funding opportunities, encourage each other, and jointly search for efficient solutions to shared 

obstacles. 

Organised in the framework of the EU-funded project Covenant of Mayors – Eastern Partnership, the high-

level conference “10th Anniversary of the Covenant of Mayors in the Eastern Partnership Region” will take 

place on 29-30 November 2022 in Tbilisi, Georgia. The Conference will host over 150 representatives, including 

local and national authorities, associations of local officials, and other stakeholders from Armenia, Azerbaijan, 

Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine, along with the EU institutions, EU Member States and international 

organisations’ representatives. 

“I am very happy to see that the Covenant of Mayors initiative in the Eastern Partnership is ready to deliver on 

the goal of limiting global warming to 1.5°C. The ambition to cut emissions by 35% by 2030 demonstrates that 

your municipalities are truly stepping up to this challenge. With over 460 signatories, the Eastern Partnership 

region is a frontrunner and a great example for local authorities around the globe,” said Lawrence Meredith, 

Director for Neighbourhood East and Institution Building from the Directorate-General for Neighbourhood and 

Enlargement Negotiations (DG NEAR) at theEuropean Commission. 

During the Conference, speakers will present the progress achieved by the Covenant and its signatories, and 

will reaffirm the EU’s strong political will to support EaP authorities in designing and implementing sustainable 

policies. The event will offer opportunities for discussing the main bottlenecks and barriers encountered by 

the signatory cities, providing effective recipes for success. It will also outline the future of the initiative and EU 

support to EaP municipalities in the perspective of the Green Deal and other European initiatives. The 

workshops, taking place on the second day of the event, will create a space for dialogue between local, 

national, and EU representatives on the implementation of SECAPs, examples of demonstration projects, and 

climate policy objectives. 

Along with the project’s 10th Anniversary in the Eastern Partnership countries, the event also marks the launch 

of the CoM East third phase that started its work earlier this year. Moreover, from 2014 to 2021 a total of 33 
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Covenant of Mayors demonstration projects were implemented in the framework of the initiative with the 

budget of around 38.5 M€. 

The Eastern Partnership countries, throughout the past ten years, were able to build a strong and supportive 

Covenant community, where both ministries and regional authorities’ associations play an important role by 

assisting the signatories in meeting their CO₂ reduction commitments and implementing climate change 

adaptation measures. 

For further information about the event, please contact the CoM East Secretariat Communication Manager, 

Ms. Elena Nikitina (elena.nikitina@eumayors.eu), or visit our website where you can find all project-related 

information, including newsletters, action plans, and detailed information on all six Eastern Partnership 

countries available in all respective languages: https://com-east.eu/en/. 
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